
  
  Constructive Alignment 
 

The SOLO Taxonomy 
 

 

SOLO stands for Structure of the Observed Learning Outcome. The SOLO taxonomy classifies verbs 

to specify ILOs in terms of complexity of understanding. 

 

Source: http://www.johnbiggs.com.au/academic/solo-taxonomy/ 

 

Some verbs for ILOs from the SOLO taxonomy 

Unistructural Memorize, identify, recognize, count, define, draw, find, label, 

match, name, quote, recall, recite, order, tell, write, imitate 

Multistructural Classify, describe, list, report, discuss, illustrate, select, narrate, 

compute, sequence, outline, separate 

Relational Apply, integrate, analyse, explain, predict, conclude, 

summarize (précis), review, argue, transfer, make a plan, 

characterize, compare, contrast, differentiate, organize, 

debate, make a case, construct, review and rewrite, examine, 

translate, paraphrase, solve a problem 

Extended abstract Theorize, hypothesize, generalize, reflect, generate, create, 

compose, invent, originate, prove from first principles, make 

an original case, solve from first principles 

 

Source: Biggs, J & Tang, C (2007). Teaching for Quality Learning at University (3
rd

 Edition). The Society for 

Research into Higher Education & Open University Press. 
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