
How Land Grabbing Affects
Socioeconomic Inequality

 

Land and its distribution are historically politicized issues
and a reoccurring source of conflict and instability in Kenya
(Nolte & Väth, 2015)
A legally unclear situation results in tenure insecurity and
fails to satisfy the local community's claim on land 
Land grabs make for an increasingly uneven distribution
of land between foreign actors, local elites, and small
landholders

 
The number of 

people relying on land is ever-
growing and land inequality is one

of the main factors blocking
sustainable development

(Anseeuw & Baldinelli, 2020).
 

The Kenyan CaseLand grabs 
describe the "transfer of

control over property and
resources [...] from local

control to more powerful
outsiders” (Holmes, 2014, p.

550)
 

Government policy favours foreign investment
Causes displacements, blockage of migration routes,
environmental damage, legal disputes
Our analysis shows: Every 1000 ha of land grabbed is
related to ~0.5 % increase in land inequalityin
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Establish the link
between land grabbing
by foreign actors &
socioeconomic
inequality
In-depth study of the
Kenyan case that takes
into account the legal
and historic context

Land Inequality

Loss of land and shrinking land holdings are key
reasons for poverty and income inequality in
Kenya (Syagga, 2006)
Foreign investments fails to fulfill promises for
job opportunities as a compensation
Loss of land results in lack of capacity to build
local resilience against the detrimental effects of
climate change 

 

Quantitative analysis aims to
establish  a correlation
between land grabbing and
land inequality
Process Tracing from land
grabs to socioeconomic
inequalities

Mixed-Method approach:
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